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RECENTLY FOUND IN ASSUR-NASIR-PAL IL’s WELL AT NIMRUD: THE MASTER WORK OF A GREAT 
ARTIST OF 2600 YEARS AGO: IVORY, GOLD, LAPIS LAZULI AND CARNELIAN IN A BRILLIANT 
MINIATURE SCULPTURE OF A LIONESS KILLING A NUBIAN INA FIELD OF LOTUSES. (NATURAL SIZE.) 


As well as the wonderful head illustrated on our frontispiece, Professor Mallowan has this crucial time so that the change to museum conditions was accomplished with 


just found in the sludge of the well built by Assur-nasir-pal II. at his capital, Calah ninimum of strain. Some interesting points of technique were revealed in the course 
modern Nimrud), two identical, exquisite and wonderfully preserved ivory carvings of the cleaning of the ivory The human figure was evidently intended to represent 
The better-preserved is in the Iraq Museum at Baghdad the other belongs to the a negroid type and an effect of crisp, curly hair was obtained by fixing gilt-topped 


British School of Archzology in Iraq, and The Illustrated London News has been ivory pegs into ad, which was possibly st black beforehand. The figure of 
privileged to produce the above coloured plate, actual size, and in all the warmth and the lioness is embellished with a lapis disc on the forehead and curved channels at 
brilliancy of its actual polychrome Concerning this ivory and its fellow, Professor either side may once have borne nil inlays As regards the floral canopy, the 
Mallowan writes Each of the two brilliantly made miniatures is just over 4 ins gold leaf was applied before the inlays so that when these were inserted the effect wa 
in height incredible lightness of touch and technical ingenuity have gone to the as precious stones set in gold cloison An interesting feature » lapis inlay 
making of these two ivories, and the work has been crowned by the sensitive under- was their thinness compared with the depth of which they occupied, necessi 
standing of a great artist The scene consists of a lioness in the act of killing an ng the presence of a bedding layer to f lem in position at a level comparable 


Ethiopian, who leans backwards, arms to the ground, head bent as far as it can go with the cloisons This foundation layer was found to a species of 1 ar consisting 


while the neck is proffered to the beast This is the moment immediately before death of a mixture of calcium carbonate and blue 
iy 
ler if the Ethiopian is not enjoying the ecstasy of sacrifice, for there present but granular trit preponderated and it 


F 
° > § 
s no sign of agony on his perfectly-drawn features Only a great ivory master could was employed as an adhesive foundation for the The re 


»owdered frit Lapis dust 1 f ave been 
I 


t 
r 
{ 


and one may worm »robable that i it putty 


have carved so small a head with such consur ate skill No less striking than th empty cells is caused by this frit and not by the decay of lapis li inlays To attach 
centrepiece is the background to is dramatic scene, which takes place in a meadow the gold to the ivory another adhesive was used, undoubtedly of organi igin, the 
of blue and red lotus flowers, their stems leanin alternate directions left and rig thinnest smear remaining clearly visible, however, under the microscope, as a brownish 
to give the impression IT ’ in The blue lotus flower consists film which swelled in water h reversible colloid should have 

lapis lazuli rustation, an he altern ’ f polished, dome-shaped carnelian such antiquity is narkable and due, no doubt, to the 

errated ! 5 y teeth of the gilt ivory calyce The delics protected it from exposure to air and moisture throu 

operation of cleaning th men s entrusted to the skilled Dr. H loss of the greater part of the gold overlay and blue a 

Plenderleith, « f ucal repor have been allowed to quote here still gives the effect of a facetted polychrome jewel 

floral background was overlaid with 


in a well, was evidently di t p tl L t ‘ 1 th offset by the polish iN y bodies of the two central figu 


The miraculous pre ation his suf ( atter journ over 2000 y 1 / in th 


specimen. protectin t echani mag t rom nt change n base The gleaming golden | 


temperature The deep cracks in an X-ray photogra lad the golden spikelets of his hair 

f r r } 

origin at the back, or external sid ! usk id by g rtune were rcely effective con the powerfully 
rent on the decorated side I he object survived rdeal of n the embrace of death The 


disintegrati | lely h re expended in controlling humidity dur : i coloured incrustation, either 
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SHOWING THE LAWNS: CHARTWELL, ‘“‘A GRACIOUS YET GENIALLY UNPRETENTIOUS HOUSE,"' POSSIBLY ORIGINALLY A SMALLISH SEVENTEENTH-CENTURY MANSION 





LOOKING TOWARDS THE WOODED FRINGE OF THE ESTATE FROM ACROSS THE SWIMMING-POOL A VIEW SHOWING RHODODENDRONS IN FLOWER 


Byte L, Westerham, 

Kent, is the country home 
of the Prime Minister and 
Mrs. Winston Churchill ; and 
a National Trust property. It 
i 1 gracious yet genially 
unpretentious house,’’ to quote 
Mr Clough Williams-Ellis's 
description of it in Vol. II. of 
his ‘‘ In Trust for the Nation "’ ; 
and, as he rightly points out, 
“Few places of whatever 
period can be so thoroughly 
soaked with their master’s 
personality as is Chartwell 
None, I think, can have a 


flavour more complex or more 





piquant A wing of the 
building, he explains, is given 
over to secretaries and files, 
books and the production of 
books there are two large 
studios tacked and decked 
with paintir an pressive 


stretch of 1 rick garden 


wall, to speak of Mr. Churchill 


skill as a bricklayer, duly 
signed Winston and a 
rocky feature, of his devising, 
in the garden Chartwell wa 
purchased by admirers ot 


Mr. Churchill and presented to 
the National Trust in 1946 for 
preservation in perpetuity t 
being understood that Mr 
Churchill would continue to 


nake his home 
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WHERE THE PRIME MINISTER ENJOYS OPEN-AIR 
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W. SOMERSET MAUGHAM; BY GRAHAM SUTHERLAND 


Mr. Graham Sutherland's portrait of Mr. W. Somerset Maugham is an outstanding painting of a /[ 
celebrated man of letters which roused admiration when shown in London and at the Biennale in 
Venice, where it is on loan from the Tate Gallery, to which it was presented by Lady John Hope 








